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GAIL

suspends two

- senior officials

 Pipeline Blast Toll Rises To 20; Crude Oil Leak
n Tatipaka Village Creates Panic On Sunday

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

: Kakinada: Faced with severe
: criticismof negligence, the Gas
: Authority of

(GAIL) on Sunday suspended

¢ two of its senior officials based
mRaia}unundryevenasthetoll
p: the gas pipeline blast inci-
: dent in the Konaseema region
: of East Godavari distriet in-
creasedtomwimtwomorevic-

: will adopt Nagaram village
i which bore the brunt of the
: plastand conductanauditof its
pipeline system with an inter-
: nationalagency.

i Evenas senior GAIL offi-
: cials were handing over 2
¢ chequeof Rs3.89 crore towards
compensation to the kin of the
: plast victims {0 EG district col-
; lector Neetul Kumari Prasad,
. tension spread in Tatipaka vil-
i lageascrude oil began leaking
: from an ONGC pipeline outside
: an ONGC refinery. Panic-strick-
enpeopleranawayfmmthesite
i and scores of villagers later
: staged ‘protest blocking the
: main roads. A senior ONGC of
¢ ficial told media that there was
: noneedto panic over the crude
: oilleak, thoughhe accepted that
i oan accidental spark could lead
toamajormi

p.
$ GAIL did not mention the
¢ names of the officials suspend--

' ed,butsourceSnamedmemas

i general manager Pankaj Patel

: and deputy general manager
: Rakesh Prasad. The officials
i arein-charge of regional Oper-
i ations and maintenance of the
pipelinenetwork.

Sl SomemomolﬁciaISarelik'ei.
: 1ytofacetheaxeaﬁerGAm

Idia Limited

THE PIPELINE

by independent national and
international agencies, says
GAIL
»z4cr cﬁmpensatiun°_har'\ded
- overto district authorities,

 dishursement to starton ;
Monday : 5

> <20 lakh for kin of deceased,
250,000 for injured

bt ninbalion: i EIGSEERE £
% Loss of crop, property to be

 compensated ull
» GAIL to adopt Nagaram
village
completes its own internal incomeschemes.
probeintotheblast. Villagersal- A detailed plan of action is
legedthatmeyhadreportedgas being drawn up for rehabilita-
leakage to senior authorities  tionof the affectedpersons. The
several times, but they didnot lossof propertyas well as crops.

attend to the problem. Tthasap- s being assessed in consulta-
pointed executive director (hu-
MAnresources) AmitRayasthe
nodal officer for coordinating pensation for the same. A series
relief and rehabilitation mea- of welfare measures, including
sures, besides takingup foot-pa- construction  of permanent
trolof “every inch” of gaspipe-  houses for the 35 affected fam-
line inKG basin. \ ilies, will be taken up. The com-
The GAIL compensation  pany will also adopt Nagarartl
will be distributed to the rela- village."aGAEstabementsaid.
tives of thevictims by the state 1t noted that its Tatipaka-
government on Monday. GAIL Kondapalli' pipeline has been
has an.nouncedRs 20 lakh each certified for safety by yarious
tothekinof the deceased. national and international
BC Tripathi, chai and  agenciesof repute. Theinte
managing director of GAIL, auditgroupof GAILwillunder-
take audits to thoroughly check
vax'iouspipelinesysteInSacms
mecountryandsubnﬁtdatailed-
report withina fortnight. Ithas

sons and best possible medical
carewillbeprovi ed.Inthecase
of thoge permanen i

Rs 5 lakh each will be put ina
fixed deposi to enable subsist-
ence benefits through monthly

third-party audit of its pipeline
--sfaiety.systenmandotherbydr&

carbon installations as & pre-

cautionary measure.
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